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Julius Caesar arose at a turbulent time when the Roman Republic was facing military 
threats from abroad and insurrection at home. It was an era where rival gangs fought in 
the streets of the capital for control of vital political offices, armies engaged in incredible 
battles on far-flung frontiers, and generals seized control of the state to ensure justice for 
their troops against an increasingly corrupt government. Caesar came to the forefront, 
not only conquering Gaul, but by defeating many foes in the Great Roman Civil War and 
establishing himself as the sole power in Rome, revolutionizing the political system. This 
issue covers Caesar as well as profiling figures that are still known to us today—Cleopatra, 
Spartacus, Cicero, and many more. 

This issue includes maps, battle diagrams, and descriptions of weapons of the Roman 
world. It also includes a map poster depicting the campaigns of Caesar.
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Numidia was a Berber kingdom 

covering much of what is now Algeria 

and Tunisia. Often divided itself, it was 

at di�erent times allied with Carthage 

and the Roman Republic. The Numidian 

army that was composed largely of light 

cavalry and light infantry, both armed 

with javelins. It also included war elephants, 

as well as Iberian and Gallic mercenaries.

The excelled at guerrilla tactics, skirmishing 

with rapid hit-and-run attacks, then breaking o� 

when under pressure. This did not generally deliver an 

outright victory in the �eld, they made it di�cult for the Romans 

to bring the Numidians to battle. Under Jugurtha they stretched what 

should have been a quick campaign into a multi-year war, and even 

Caesar had di�culty with them at Ruspina. The Romans found the best 

way to deal with the Numidians—other than treachery to subvert and 

divide the quarrelsome factions—was to increase the number of cavalry 

and missile auxiliaries in their armies, as well as building forti�ed camps 

armed with missile engines.

Alexander the Great (356-323, r.336-323) used a military system put 

in place by his father Philip, who in turn based it on the hoplite phalanx 

(which referred to both a block of infantry and to the deployment of an 

army) of Classical Greece. His Hellenistic successors—the Diadochi-

modi�ed it steadily up to their �rst clashes with the Romans.

Like the hoplites, Macedonian phalangites wore helmets and varying 

degrees of body armor. The Macedonian version di�ered from the Greek 

in three critical ways. 

The �rst alteration was in the formation of the phalanx. The Greeks 

generally maneuvered as a single solid mass, though allied hoplites from 

di�erent cities generally fought separately. The Macedonians formed an 

articulated phalanx consisting of a number of separate units 

(syntagmata), each nominally 16 men wide by 16 deep. This not only 

allowed for an element of maneuver, but that breaking one portion of the 

phalanx would not doom the whole.

The second change was in weaponry. The Greeks carried a spear 

(dory) up to nine feet long. Wielded with one arm, it was used in combi-

nation with a large shield (hoplon, possible source of the word “hoplite”) 

and a short sword. The Macedonians replaced the spear with a pike 

(sarissa) up to 18 feet long. Needing two hands, it restricted the shield to 

a small one strapped to the left arm. The longer spears and deep forma-

tion created a wall of pikeheads that actually formed the real defensive 

strength of the phalanx. 

The �nal di�erence was the men themselves. In most Greek cities, 

Sparta being the chief exception, every citizen was expected to serve as a 

hoplite. This meant armies could be maintained in the �eld only during a 

short campaigning season so the men could return to their work. It also 

meant the men were essentially amateurs. Macedonian phalangites, on 

the other hand, were professionals. With more time to practice and to 

gain experience, they were simply more e�cient �ghters. Coupled with 

the more �exible formation, they could also move and change direction 

faster than the Greeks.

The superiority of the Macedonian system was shown in 338, when 

Philip overran Greece in a short campaign, defeating hoplite phalanxes 

with some ease.

The phalanx was supported by light infantry and heavy and light 

cavalry. One branch of the light infantry were psiloi, missile troops armed 

with bows, slings, or javelins. They fought as skirmishers, screening the 

phalanx while harassing the foe. Missile �re could be intense, but was 

considered to be secondary in the �eld, in part owing to relatively short 

ranges: 200 yards for a bow, 120 for a sling, considerably less for a javelin. 

Another form of light troops were peltasts, armed with javelins, 

swords, and shields. They could harry a foe from a distance like the psiloi, 

but could also engage in hand to hand �ghting. They were particularly 

The Carthaginians were a trading people of 

Phoenician origin who built a great city in what is today 

Tunisia. The Romans referred to them as the Poenicus, 

Latin for Phoenician, hence the term Punic Wars. Their 

great wealth supported a large and expert navy and a 

substantial army to secure an empire that included much of 

North Africa, southern Spain, and numerous Mediterranean islands. 

Native Carthaginian troops included medium cavalry and citizen 

spearmen, with the latter usually �ghting close to home. Elephants 

were also used, with their usual advantages and disadvantages. 

Carthage made considerable use of mercenaries, recruited from 

the warrior peoples around the western Mediterranean. Troops 

included Spanish, Gallic, and Numidian cavalry, African and Balearic 

light troops, and heavy infantry from Libya and Iberia. Gauls were 

frequently employed, but their poor discipline made them problem-

atic allies. A cadre of specially trained Carthaginian o�cers molded 

the wide range of nationalities into cohesive armies.

Carthaginian tactics involved using infantry to pin an enemy from 

the front while the cavalry maneuvered on the �ank to envelop them. 

Hannibal in particular utilized the tactic in his initial victories during 

the Second Punic War, but the Romans—as usual—learned the lesson 

and countered it with revised infantry deployments and a strength-

ened cavalry arm of their own.

Macedonia

Carthage

Numidia
The Parthians were an Iranian 

people who became the dominant 

faction in the Persian Empire as it 

shook itself free from its Diadochi 

overlords in the second century. 

Their armies were formed in a 

feudal style, with nobles bringing 

their retainers along on campaign. 

The army was mostly mounted, the 

cavalry divided into heavy cataphracts

—armored men bearing lance and 

sword on an armored horse—and horse 

archers—unarmored men armed with a powerful 

composite bow. These proved capable of driving an arrow 

through Roman armor more e�ectively than the standard bows 

in use throughout the Mediterranean. 

Parthian tactics emphasized the combination of the two cavalry 

types. Horse archers would lead the way on the attack, pouring arrows 

into enemy formations to break them up, and retreating in the face of 

counterattacks. Volume of �re was sustained by camel trains loaded with 

arrows waiting nearby. The archers were also adept at feigning retreats to draw 

out portions of an enemy line. Once the tight formations of the opposing army were in disarray, the cataphracts 

would charge home to �nish the job. 

The Parthian system worked best in the wide-open terrain of the desert, where cavalry had room to maneu-

ver and range of the composite bows could be utilized, and an enemy had nowhere to hide. The shortage of 

infantry and lack of siege machinery put them at a disadvantage in any other region. They never successfully 

penetrated mountainous Armenia or well-settled Syria for long. 

Crassus' campaign played into Parthian strength. He lacked a strong body of archers and had far too few 

cavalry, and marched into the desert, away from cities and the river.

Parthians

useful in rough terrain, where phalanxes dared not go, or when rushing ahead of 

the slower phalanx to seize a critical position. 

The �nal specialist type of infantry were the hypastists, generally considered 

an elite. They were intended to provide a running link between the phalangites 

and cavalry. Depending on the source, they were armed either similar to the 

phalangites or as a sort of heavy peltast. 

The Macedonians employed several types of cavalry to include Thracian and 

Thessalanian light horse. The main shock force was the Companions, who used 

lances for shock e�ect. There has been debate over the e�ectiveness of cavalry in 

the ancient-era owing to the lack of stirrups and other modern horse furniture, 

but historical evidence shows that properly trained cavalrymen could employ a 

wide range of tactics. Companions were chosen to be the close associates (as 

well as bodyguard) of the king. They were comrades on the battle�eld, in 

hunting expeditions, and in drinking bouts and feasting. The organization also 

served as an incubator for up and coming commanders.

The Diadochi increased use of specialized cavalry such as cataphracts 

(heavily armored horsemen) and horse archers recruited in the east. There was 

also a fascination with war elephants though they could be a two-edged sword. 

They could have considerable psychological impact on an unprepared foe, but 

had an unfortunate tendency to panic and trample friendly lines. The Romans 

were well-versed in dealing with them from the time of Pyrrhus.

Battle tactics centered on the phalangites, which formed a solid base and 

pinned the enemy front. Light troops and cavalry would attempt to turn a �ank. 

If a gap opened in the enemy line, the commander would commit the cavalry to 

press home an attack, often collapsing enemy cohesion and moral, which is 

when most casualties were in�icted. The balanced nature of Macedonian armies, 

and the near invulnerability of the syntagmata from the front, made them less 

vulnerable to Roman tactics than most opponents.

The system relied heavily on the ability of the commander to perceive 

opportunities quickly and act on the spot. Alexander himself frequently fought 

at the front of his army. It also relied on superior training and maneuverability to 

gain the advantage over less disciplined but more numerous foes.

Like the Romans, the Macedonians employed a sophisticated logistical 

system with wagon, siege, and bridging trains, and a messenger service keeping 

�eld forces in touch with one another and cities. A medical sta� accompanied 

armies in the �eld. Discharged soldiers might be settled in military colonies to 

maintain control of foreign lands, though this sometimes was not popular for 

veterans who wanted to return home. 

One shortcoming of the Macedonian system was its dependence on highly 

trained professional soldiers. Heavy casualties could not be replaced quickly, 

giving Rome a major advantage as wars ground on. Alexander had dealt with 

this by employing Greek and later Persian contingents to �esh out his army, but 

that was not always possible in the divided world of the Diadochi. 

The composite bow was a traditional weapon for mounted archers, such as the Parthians. Unlike the 

self-bow, which was made from a single piece of wood, the composite bow consisted of three materials-

wood, horn, and sinew—laminated together. The core of the bow was wooden. The belly of the bow (facing 

the archer) was laminated with compressed horn, while the outer part consisted of sinew. The horn and sinew    

      allowed for more energy to be stored when the bow was drawn than other all-wooden bows of similar 

                 length—important for archers mounted on horseback.

Scion of an ancient but marginal patrician family, Caesar supported 
the populares faction. Proscribed by Sulla, he later became known as a 
prosecutor, orator, and politician. He was governor of Farther Spain in 60, 
consul in 59, then joined Pompeius and Crassus to rule the Roman world. 
The triumvirate fell apart with Crassus' death in 53. Caesar, fresh from the 
conquest of Gaul, marched on Rome, initiating a civil war. 

Caesar defeated every Senatorial army and was appointed dictator 
for life. His power, and wide-ranging legal reforms along populares lines, 
led to his assassination on 15 March 44.

Caesar left an incredible legacy of military, political, and literary 
accomplishment. His nephew and heir, Octavian, would solidify Caesar's 
power to become the �rst Roman emperor, Augustus.

Gaius Julius Caesar (100–44) 
Pompeius began his military career under Sulla, mopping up 

remnants of populares forces in Sicily and North Africa (81). Over the next 
�fteen years he established himself as the premiere Roman general, 
snu�ng out a rebellion in Spain and helping defeat Spartacus. In 67 he 
was given unprecedented powers to destroy the Mediterranean pirate s, 
then solidi�ed the Roman position in the eastern Mediterranean.

He aligned himself politically with Crassus and Caesar, marrying the 
latter's daughter, to rule the Roman world. The death of Crassus in 53 set 
the stage for a showdown with Caesar. Pompeius proved no match for 
Caesar on the battle�eld, losing decisively at Pharsalus in August 48. In 
the aftermath, Pompeius �ed to Alexandria where he was assassinated 
by a faction in the Egyptian court. 

Gnaeus Pompeius Magnus (106-48)
Crassus, one of the richest men in Rome , supported Sulla and the 

optimates during the civil war of 83-82. A competent commander, his real 
talent was expanding his wealth by selling con�scated property. He 
defeated Spartacus in 72, though Pompeius got the lion's share of the 
credit. He nevertheless joined Pompeius and Caesar in the First 
Triumvirate to dominate Roman politics. .

Treated as the junior partner owing to the lack of military successes, 
he had himself appointed governor of Syria with the intent of invading 
the Parthian Kingdom. He began well enough, moving systematically to 
establish a base for the campaign. Once he marched east, however, poor 
decisions led to his defeat and death at the Battle of Carrhae in 53. 

Marcus Licinius Crassus (115-53)
Last of the Ptolemies, Cleopatra was the �rst of the dynasty to speak 

Egyptian. Forced out of co-rule with her brother Ptolemy XIII, she 
returned after Ptolemy fell from Caesar’s favor after assassinating 
Pompeius. Caesar and Cleopatra defeated her rivals, restroring her to the 
throne alongside another brother, Ptolemy XIV. She bore Caesar a son, 
Caesarion, and moved to Rome, where she was unpopular.

After Caesar's assassination she allied herself with Marcus Antonius, 
who controlled the eastern half of the Roman world. The pair had plans 
for eastern conquests—the Parthians again—and in 34 declared 
Caesarion Caesar’s true heir. Octavian played the unpopularity of 
Cleopatra and Antonius into support for what would be the �nal civil 
war. The lovers committed suicide after their defeat.

Cleopatra VII Thea Philopator (69-30)
Cicero, of the equestrian order, rose in the Roman courts as both a 

defense and prosecuting attorney. He began his political career in 75, 
getting a big boost by supporting Pompeius for the anti-pirate 
command in 67. As consul in 63, he suppressed the Catiline conspiracy. 
His summary execution of the conspirators, however, led to his exile. 

He attempted to reconcile the factions in 49 until Caesar's crossing 
of the Rubicon made peace impossible. After the defeat of the Senatori-
als, Cicero received Caesar's clemency and returned to Rome. 

In the renewed civil war after Caesar's death, Cicero again tempo-
rized, supporting �rst one and then the other faction. Antonius 
eventually proscribed Cicero, leading to his assassination. Augustus 
would rehabilitate his reputation.

Marcus Tullius Cicero (106-43) 
Mark Antony, as he is known in the English-speaking world, had all 

the ambition of Caesar and Octavian but never attained their stature. He 
served as Caesar's deputy during the �rst civil war and as his co-consul 
for 44. Rallying the Roman populace against the assassins, he took the 
primary role in their defeat at Philippi (42).

He split the Roman world with Caesar's heir, Octavian, but the 
relationship was complicated. Antonius began an a�air with Cleopatra, 
fathering several children and increasingly taking on the trappings of an 
Eastern monarch. A failed invasion of Parthia in 36 turned their attention 
toward displacing Octavian. Octavian emerged the victor and sole ruler 
of Rome. Antonius, believing Cleopatra had killed herself, took his own 
life, but lived long enough to expire in her arms.

Marcus Antonius (83–30)
The name is almost certainly a nom de guerre for a war chief of the 

Averni tribe in central Gaul. Little is known about him save the role he 
played in the last great Gallic e�ort to defeat Caesar. He raised the 
standard of rebellion in 53, exerciing a degree of discipline and control 
previously lacking among the Gauls. Recognizing the inability of the 
Gauls to defeat Caesar's legions in pitched battle, he turned to a 
combination of scorched earth tactics and raids to put Caesar on the 
strategic defensive. 

He allowed himself to be trapped at Alesia in 52. Caesar laid siege 
and defeated the Gallic relief army. Vercingetorix surrendered and spent 
seven years awaiting Caesar's triumph, after which he was (likely) 
strangled.

Vercingetorix (?-45)
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He attempted to reconcile the factions in 49 until Caesar's crossing 
of the Rubicon made peace impossible. After the defeat of the Senatori-
als, Cicero received Caesar's clemency and returned to Rome. 

In the renewed civil war after Caesar's death, Cicero again tempo-
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eventually proscribed Cicero, leading to his assassination. Augustus 
would rehabilitate his reputation.
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