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Some military units transcend their parent army, home country, or famous campaign to 
achieve an independent renown. The French Foreign Legion certainly meets this standard. 

The use of mercenaries was nothing new in 1831, nor was the establishment of La 
Légion Étrangère worthy of particular note at the time historically. France had turned to 
mercenaries, invariably the cast-offs of other armies and societies, or just rootless men 
seeking adventure, to provide troops free of the political cost occasioned by the death 
of citizens. 

The Foreign Legion’s first actions took place in Algeria in the 1830s, a country to become 
synonymous with the Legion and its primary home for 130 years. Since then, legionnaires 
have served on every continent except Australia and Antarctica, and to this day as the 
spear point of the French army overseas.
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Scion of an ancient but marginal patrician family, Caesar supported 
the populares faction. Proscribed by Sulla, he later became known as a 
prosecutor, orator, and politician. He was governor of Farther Spain in 60, 
consul in 59, then joined Pompeius and Crassus to rule the Roman world. 
The triumvirate fell apart with Crassus' death in 53. Caesar, fresh from the 
conquest of Gaul, marched on Rome, initiating a civil war. 

Caesar defeated every Senatorial army and was appointed dictator 
for life. His power, and wide-ranging legal reforms along populares lines, 
led to his assassination on 15 March 44.

Caesar left an incredible legacy of military, political, and literary 
accomplishment. His nephew and heir, Octavian, would solidify Caesar's 
power to become the �rst Roman emperor, Augustus.

Gaius Julius Caesar (100–44) 
Pompeius began his military career under Sulla, mopping up 

remnants of populares forces in Sicily and North Africa (81). Over the next 
�fteen years he established himself as the premiere Roman general, 
snu�ng out a rebellion in Spain and helping defeat Spartacus. In 67 he 
was given unprecedented powers to destroy the Mediterranean pirate s, 
then solidi�ed the Roman position in the eastern Mediterranean.

He aligned himself politically with Crassus and Caesar, marrying the 
latter's daughter, to rule the Roman world. The death of Crassus in 53 set 
the stage for a showdown with Caesar. Pompeius proved no match for 
Caesar on the battle�eld, losing decisively at Pharsalus in August 48. In 
the aftermath, Pompeius �ed to Alexandria where he was assassinated 
by a faction in the Egyptian court. 

Gnaeus Pompeius Magnus (106-48)
Crassus, one of the richest men in Rome , supported Sulla and the 

optimates during the civil war of 83-82. A competent commander, his real 
talent was expanding his wealth by selling con�scated property. He 
defeated Spartacus in 72, though Pompeius got the lion's share of the 
credit. He nevertheless joined Pompeius and Caesar in the First 
Triumvirate to dominate Roman politics. .

Treated as the junior partner owing to the lack of military successes, 
he had himself appointed governor of Syria with the intent of invading 
the Parthian Kingdom. He began well enough, moving systematically to 
establish a base for the campaign. Once he marched east, however, poor 
decisions led to his defeat and death at the Battle of Carrhae in 53. 

Marcus Licinius Crassus (115-53)
Last of the Ptolemies, Cleopatra was the �rst of the dynasty to speak 

Egyptian. Forced out of co-rule with her brother Ptolemy XIII, she 
returned after Ptolemy fell from Caesar’s favor after assassinating 
Pompeius. Caesar and Cleopatra defeated her rivals, restroring her to the 
throne alongside another brother, Ptolemy XIV. She bore Caesar a son, 
Caesarion, and moved to Rome, where she was unpopular.

After Caesar's assassination she allied herself with Marcus Antonius, 
who controlled the eastern half of the Roman world. The pair had plans 
for eastern conquests—the Parthians again—and in 34 declared 
Caesarion Caesar’s true heir. Octavian played the unpopularity of 
Cleopatra and Antonius into support for what would be the �nal civil 
war. The lovers committed suicide after their defeat.

Cleopatra VII Thea Philopator (69-30)
Cicero, of the equestrian order, rose in the Roman courts as both a 

defense and prosecuting attorney. He began his political career in 75, 
getting a big boost by supporting Pompeius for the anti-pirate 
command in 67. As consul in 63, he suppressed the Catiline conspiracy. 
His summary execution of the conspirators, however, led to his exile. 

He attempted to reconcile the factions in 49 until Caesar's crossing 
of the Rubicon made peace impossible. After the defeat of the Senatori-
als, Cicero received Caesar's clemency and returned to Rome. 

In the renewed civil war after Caesar's death, Cicero again tempo-
rized, supporting �rst one and then the other faction. Antonius 
eventually proscribed Cicero, leading to his assassination. Augustus 
would rehabilitate his reputation.

Marcus Tullius Cicero (106-43) 
Mark Antony, as he is known in the English-speaking world, had all 

the ambition of Caesar and Octavian but never attained their stature. He 
served as Caesar's deputy during the �rst civil war and as his co-consul 
for 44. Rallying the Roman populace against the assassins, he took the 
primary role in their defeat at Philippi (42).

He split the Roman world with Caesar's heir, Octavian, but the 
relationship was complicated. Antonius began an a�air with Cleopatra, 
fathering several children and increasingly taking on the trappings of an 
Eastern monarch. A failed invasion of Parthia in 36 turned their attention 
toward displacing Octavian. Octavian emerged the victor and sole ruler 
of Rome. Antonius, believing Cleopatra had killed herself, took his own 
life, but lived long enough to expire in her arms.

Marcus Antonius (83–30)
The name is almost certainly a nom de guerre for a war chief of the 

Averni tribe in central Gaul. Little is known about him save the role he 
played in the last great Gallic e�ort to defeat Caesar. He raised the 
standard of rebellion in 53, exerciing a degree of discipline and control 
previously lacking among the Gauls. Recognizing the inability of the 
Gauls to defeat Caesar's legions in pitched battle, he turned to a 
combination of scorched earth tactics and raids to put Caesar on the 
strategic defensive. 

He allowed himself to be trapped at Alesia in 52. Caesar laid siege 
and defeated the Gallic relief army. Vercingetorix surrendered and spent 
seven years awaiting Caesar's triumph, after which he was (likely) 
strangled.

Vercingetorix (?-45)
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