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The Chinese Civil War, 1947–49: A Military History: The Communist victory 
in the Chinese Civil War wasn’t inevitable, and it was the largest military 
struggle since the end of World War II. This issue will provide a campaign-
by-campaign analysis, with detailed maps and orders of battle for both 
sides. Analysis will also be presented in regard to how the evolving 
attitude of the US enabled the Communist victory.
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rench strategy came from two di� erent per-spectives. One was the royal court at Versailles in France. For Louis XV, his ministers and courtiers, North America was one part of a much wider global picture. France had colonies worldwide including the Caribbean and its 
enclaves in the Indian subcontinent. Priorities were debated. 

� e great philosopher Voltaire would later in 1757 refer to 
Canada as “a few acres of snow,” re� ecting sentiments often held 
at the time that North America produced little but entailed heavy 
costs in military manpower and � nancial resources. Nonetheless, 
there were good reasons to � ght for North America. One was a 
matter of national prestige. Surrender of territory abroad would 
be interpreted as weakness back in Europe, especially given the 
various coalitions challenging French ambitions. Further, North 
America did provide some economic advantages, notably in the 
revenues brought in by the fur trade as well as being a market for 
French goods. � ere were also historical factors, with the French 
having much attachment to the vast lands and waterways where 
their explorers had voyaged deep, as well as commitments to their 
own colonists and friendly Indian nations. Moreover, the experi-
ence of the wars fought in North America showed that the French 
could maintain the upper hand if they exploited their advantages. 

� is got back to the second perspective, centered in Quebec. 
Taking over from Duquesne in 1755 as governor-general 

was Pierre de Rigaud de Vaudreuil de Cavagnial, Marquis de 
Vaudreuil. Vaudreuil had previously been governor of Louisiana 
and had considerable experience in the ways of wilderness 
warfare and colonial diplomatic � nesse. New France had several geographical advantages. Control of the St. Lawrence, the 

Great Lakes, and the Mississippi River e� ectively hemmed in 
the � irteen Colonies. � is was a critical point, because it was 
control of the waterways that provided the main lines of com-
munications as well as of the economically viable trade routes. 

� e main theater of operations would be roughly from Louisbourg to Lake Ontario, and along the Ohio River, given the proximity of the opposing main popula-tion centers. � e two main inland waterways were the Lake 
Champlain-Hudson River corridor and Mohawk River to its west in New York. � ese could be exploited to strike deep into British territory and, with the cooperation of the 

Indians, conduct raids that would throw the foe o�  balance. To put this in modern military parlance, the waterways 
gave the French the advantages of central position based on the 
Montreal-Quebec axis and deep operations. � e major vulnerabil-
ity was at the mouth of the St. Lawrence, which the British could 
exploit to push a � eet upriver and threaten Quebec and Montreal, 
though the French assumed—wrongly as it turned out later—large 
ships could not navigate freely that far. � is made control of 
the fortress of Louisbourg vital, since it guarded the mouth of 
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William Johnson defends French commander Baron 
Dieskau from being scalped by a Native American warrior 

following the French defeat at the Battle of Lake George.
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n 527, Flavius Petrus Sabbatius Iustinianus, better known 

to history as Justinian the Great, became sole ruler of the 

Roman Empire. It appeared to be a very odd situation since 

the city of Rome was no longer within the imperial bound-

aries. Instead, the Empire consisted of, essentially, the old 

Prefecture of Oriens and most of Illyricum. The capital was at 

Constantinople and Justinian was looking both east and west. 

His goal was to restore the Roman Empire to its past grandeur.

This at first appeared to be a daunting task, given the inva-

sions and mass migrations of the century prior where barbarian 

peoples had created new kingdoms in the West. Africa (that 

is, North Africa west of Egypt to Gibraltar, the latter strait then 

called the Pillars of Hercules) was now under the control of 

the Vandals. The Iberian Peninsula and southern Gaul were 

ruled by the Visigoths. Northern Gaul was the scene of the 

rising Frankish power, and Italy was ruled by the powerful 

Ostrogothic Kingdom. There were additionally minor powers 

I

Mosaic of Justinian I, also 

known as Justinian the Great.
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